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(4) Turning the tanker 90 degrees, as-
suming a free-swinging rudder and a
speed of 6 knots, within the same dis-
tance (advance and transfer) that it
could turn itself with a hard-over rud-
der.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 59 FR 54519, Nov.
1, 1994, § 168.50 was amended by suspending
paragraph (b)(2), effective November 17, 1994.

§ 168.60 Pre-escort conference.
(a) Before commencing an escort

transit, the tanker master shall confer,
by radio or in person, with the tanker
pilot and the masters of the escort ves-
sels regarding the escort operation.

(b) The purpose of the pre-escort con-
ference is for all parties to plan and
discuss particulars of the escort tran-
sit.

(c) At a minimum, the following top-
ics must be addressed during the pre-
escort conference:

(1) The destination, route, planned
speed, other vessel traffic, anticipated
weather, tide, and sea conditions, and
other navigational considerations;

(2) The type and operational status of
communication, towing, steering, and
propulsion equipment on the tanker
and escort vessels;

(3) The relative positioning and reac-
tion time for the escort vessels to move
into assist positions, including, if ap-
propriate, pre-tethering the escort ves-
sels at crucial points along the route;

(4) The preparations required on the
tanker and escort vessels, and the
methods employed in making an emer-
gency towline connection, including
stationing of deck crews, preparation
of messenger lines, bridles, and other
towing gear, and energizing appro-
priate deck equipment;

(5) The manner in which an emer-
gency towline connection would be
made (which escort vessel will respond,
how messengers and towlines will be
passed, etc.);

(6) Other relevant information pro-
vided by the tanker master, pilot or es-
cort vessel masters.
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EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By USCG–1999–5525,
64 FR 29234, June 1, 1999, and corrected at 64
FR 31037, June 9, 1999, part 169 is added, effec-
tive Aug. 2, 1999.

Subpart A—General

§ 169.1 What is the purpose of this sub-
part?

This subpart prescribes the require-
ments for mandatory ship reporting
systems. Ship reporting systems are
used to provide, gather, or exchange in-
formation through radio reports. The
information is used to provide data for
many purposes including, but not lim-
ited to: navigation safety, environ-
mental protection, vessel traffic serv-
ices, search and rescue, weather fore-
casting and prevention of marine pollu-
tion.

§ 169.5 What terms are defined?
(a) Mandatory ship reporting system

means a ship reporting system that re-
quires the participation of specified
vessels or classes of vessels, and that is
established by a Government or Gov-
ernments after adoption of a proposed
system by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) as complying with
all requirements of regulation V/8–1 of
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